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We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but 
not in despair; 

persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck 

down, but not 
destroyed.
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Genesis 21 (NIV)

6 Sarah said, “God has brought 
me laughter, and everyone who 
hears about this will laugh with 
me.” 7 And she added, “Who 
would have said to Abraham 
that Sarah would nurse 
children? Yet I have borne him 
a son in his old age.”

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away



Genesis 21 (NIV)

8 The child grew and was weaned, 

and on the day Isaac was weaned 

Abraham held a great feast. 9 But 

Sarah saw that the son whom 

Hagar the Egyptian had borne to 

Abraham was mocking, 10 and she 

said to Abraham, “Get rid of that 

slave woman and her son, for that 

woman’s son will never share in 

the inheritance with my son Isaac.”



Genesis 21 (NIV)

11 The matter distressed Abraham 
greatly because it concerned his 
son. 12 But God said to him, “Do not 
be so distressed about the boy and 
your slave woman. Listen to 
whatever Sarah tells you, because 
it is through Isaac that your 
offspring will be reckoned. 13 I will 
make the son of the slave into a 
nation also, because he is your 
offspring.”



Genesis 21 (NIV)

14 Early the next morning 

Abraham took some food and a 

skin of water and gave them to 

Hagar. He set them on her 

shoulders and then sent her off 

with the boy. She went on her way 

and wandered in the Desert of 

Beersheba.



Genesis 21 (NIV)

15 When the water in the skin 
was gone, she put the boy 
under one of the bushes. 
16 Then she went off and sat 
down about a bowshot away, 
for she thought, “I cannot 
watch the boy die.” And as 
she sat there, she began to 
sob.



Genesis 21 (NIV)

17 God heard the boy crying, 

and the angel of God called to 

Hagar from heaven and said to 

her, “What is the matter, 

Hagar? Do not be afraid; God 

has heard the boy crying as he 

lies there. 18 Lift the boy up and 

take him by the hand, for I will 

make him into a great nation.”



Genesis 21 (NIV)

19 Then God opened her 

eyes and she saw a well of 

water. So she went and 

filled the skin with water 

and gave the boy a drink.



Genesis 21 (NIV)

20 God was with the boy as he 

grew up. He lived in the desert 

and became an archer. 21 While 

he was living in the Desert of 

Paran, his mother got a wife for 

him from Egypt.



















THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WAYS 

ARE BEYOND OUR 

COMPREHENSION

“Just as you cannot understand the 

path of the wind or the mystery of a 

tiny baby growing in its mother’s 

womb, so you cannot understand the 

activity of God, who does all things.”

Ecclesiastes 11:5 (NLT)





*

1. REMEMBER GOD’S 

PROMISES

“Then he added, ‘I will give 
you more descendants 

than you can 

count.’ 

Gen 16:10 (NLT)

*



“We are pressed on every side 

by troubles, but we are not 

crushed. . .”

“And we know that God causes 

everything to work together for the 

good of those who love God and are 

called according to his purpose for 

them.”  Romans 8:28 (NLT)



*



My way will seem to make sense, but will just create more 
trouble

“There is a path before each person that seems right, but it 
ends in death.”Proverbs 14:12 (NLT)

“. . . we are perplexed, but not driven to despair.”

God’s way may not make sense in the moment, but….. I know 
His plans are good and full of hope. 

“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord. ‘  They 
are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future 
and a hope.’”  Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)



*
HAGAR DIDN’T HAVE AN 

EXPLANATION; ALL SHE HAD WAS 

A DIRECTIVE.  

“But don’t just listen to God’s 
word.  You must do what it says.  
Otherwise, you are only fooling 
yourselves.”James 1:22 (NLT)



“Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart; do not 

depend on your own 

understanding.  Seek 

his will in all you do, 

and he will show you 

which path to take.”  

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)



When my life doesn’t make 
sense, I will . . .

3. RECOGNIZE GOD’S 

PROVISION
“Then God opened Hagar’s 

eyes, and she saw a well full 

of water.  She quickly filled 

her water container and gave 

the boy a drink.”  

Genesis 21:19 (NLT)



God’s provision is exactly  

what we need, exactly when 

we need it.  

“We are hunted down, but 

never abandoned by God”

“And this same God who takes 

care of me will supply all your 

needs from his glorious 

riches, which have been given 

to us in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:19 (NLT)



“Thereafter, 

Hagar used 

another name 

to refer to the 

Lord, who had 

spoken to her.  

She said, ‘You 

are the God 

who sees me. . 

.’”  Gen16:13 

(NLT)



“We get knocked down, but 

we are not destroyed.”

“Yes, I am the vine; you 

are the branches.  Those 

who remain in me, and I in 

them, will produce much 

fruit.  For apart from me 

you can do nothing.”  

John 15:5 (NLT)





*In His presence you’ll find . . . 

*PEACE in the midst of the chaos

*PERSPECTIVE that overshadows 

the questions  

*POWER to overcome the pressures, 

expectations, and responsibilities



Loving God, WHEN MY LIFE 

DOESN’T MAKE SENSE, I 

WILL , REMEMBER YOUR 

PROMISES, I WILL RELY ON 

YOUR PLAN, I WILL 

RECOGNIZE YOUR 

PROVISION, AND I WILL REST 

IN YOUR PRESENCE. AMEN.


