
AVELEIGH’S YEAR OF THE 

BIBLE

Feb. 18, 2018, First Sunday in 

Lent, Temptation Sunday

Sermon: WHAT ARE YOU 

FIGHTING FOR?

Texts: Luke 4:1-13 p. 1103 & 

1 Timothy 6: 11-16 p. 1227



Texts: 1 Timothy 6: 11-12 p. 1227

11 But you, man of God, flee from all 

this, and pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, endurance and 

gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of 

the faith. Take hold of the eternal life 

to which you were called when you 

made your good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 



Texts: 1 Timothy 6: 11-16 p. 1227

13 In the sight of God, who gives life to 

everything, and of Christ Jesus, who 

while testifying before Pontius Pilate 

made the good confession, I charge 

you 14 to keep this command without 

spot or blame until the appearing of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God 

will bring about in his own time—God, 

the blessed and only



Texts: 1 Timothy 6: 16 p. 1227

Ruler, the King of kings and 

Lord of lords, 16 who alone is 

immortal and who lives in 

unapproachable light, whom no 

one has seen or can see. To 

him be honor and might 
forever. Amen.



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Texts: 1 Timothy 6: 12

“Fight the good fight 

of faith!” 



INTRO: TEMPTATION 

IS THE CONFLICT 
BETWEEN YOUR

OLD AND NEW 
NATURES

“I want to do God’s will as 
far as my new nature is 
concerned, but there’s 
something else deep within 
me: My old nature is at war
with my mind and wins the 
fight. It makes me a slave to 
the sin that’s still within me.”  
Romans 7:22-23



THE BATTLE 

BETWEEN 

SELFISHNESS 

AND 

UNSELFISHNESS

“Do you know where your fights and arguments 

come from? They come from the selfish desires

that make war inside you . . . Then when you 

don’t get what you want, you quarrel and fight.”

James 4:1-2a (ICB)



“Don’t be selfish . . . 

Be humble, thinking 

of others as better 

than yourself. Don’t 

think only about your 

own affairs, but be 

interested in others, 

too, and what they 

are doing.”

Philippians 2:3-4 (LB)



THE BATTLE BETWEEN 

FORGIVENESS AND 
BITTERNESS 

“. . . Watch out that no bitterness takes root 

among you, for as it springs up 

it causes deep trouble, hurting many in their 

spiritual lives.” Hebrews 12:15b (LB)



angry, 

don’t sin by 

holding on 

to it. Never 

let the sun 

go down 

while 

you’re still 
angry.”

Eph 4:26 



“You will be 

judged in the 

same way that you 

judge others. And 

the forgiveness 

you give to others 

will be given to 
you.” Matthew 7:2 

(ICB)



THE BATTLE BETWEEN 

FORGIVENESS AND BITTERNESS 

“. . . We are 

MORE THAN

conquerors

through him who 

loved us.”
Romans 8:37 

(NIV)



THE BATTLE 

BETWEEN WHAT’S 

EASY AND 

WHAT’S RIGHT.

“What your corrupt nature 

wants is contrary to what 

your spiritual nature wants . 

. . They are opposed to 

each other. As a result, you 

don’t always do 

what you intend to do.”   

Galatians 5:17 (GW) 



“Let us not get tired 

of doing what is 

right, for AFTER A 

WHILE we will reap

a harvest of 

blessing IF we 

don’t get 

discouraged and 

give up.”

Galatians 6:9 (LB) 



THE BATTLE OF 

TEMPTATION IS 

THE CONFLICT 

BETWEEN 
YOUR

OLD AND NEW 
NATURES



THE WEAPONS 

YOU NEED TO WIN

“Though we live in the 

world, we DO NOT fight 

in the same way the 

world fights. We fight 

with weapons that are 

different from those the 

world uses. Our 

weapons have power 

from God . . .”

2 Corinthians 10:3-4 (NCV)



1st SECRET 

WEAPON: I GET 

FAITH FROM 

GOD’S WORD!
Luke 4:4 Jesus 

answered, 

“It is 

written…..



“Faith comes from 

hearing the Word of 

God.” Romans 10:17



2nd SECRET 

WEAPON: GET 

SUPPORT FROM 

GOD’S PEOPLE! 

Luke 4:8 Jesus 

answered, “It is 

written: ‘Worship 

the Lord your God 

and serve him 
only.





“One standing alone can be attacked 

and defeated, but two can stand back-

to-back and conquer, and a group of 

three is even better.”Ecclesiastes 4:12



3rd SECRET 

WEAPON: GET 

POWER FROM 

GOD’S SPIRIT!

4:1 Jesus, 

FULL OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT, 

left the Jordan 

and was led by 

the Spirit into 

the wilderness



“They did not 

conquer by their 

own strength and 

skill, but by Your 

mighty power and 

because you 

smiled on them 

and favored 
them.” Psalm 44:3 

(LB)



“Every child of God 

defeats this evil 

world by trusting 

Christ to give the 

victory. And the 

ones who win this 

battle are the ones 

who believe that 

Jesus is the Son of 
God.” 1 John 5:4-5



The Epitaph of Life Well-Lived:

Paul: “I have FOUGHT the good fight, I have 

FINISHED the race, and I have KEPT the 
faith!”  2 Tim.4:7 (NIV)



PRAYER: 

Lord Jesus

I pray Keep us 

from temptation.  

We humbly ask 

this in your name.  

Amen.


