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Trents Invocation 

LET US PRAY: Dear Lord, 

There is no greater feeling of liberty than to experience freedom from sin and death that you 

provided for me through Jesus Christ. Today my heart and my soul are free to praise you. For 

this, I am very thankful. 

On this Independence Day, I am reminded of all those who have sacrificed for my freedom, 

following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Let me not take my freedom, both physical and spiritual, for granted. May I always remember 

that a very high price was paid for my freedom. My freedom cost others their very lives. 

Lord, today, bless those who have served and continue to give their lives for my freedom. With 

favor and bounty, meet their needs and watch over their families. 

Dear Father, I am so thankful for this nation. For all the sacrifices others have made to build and 

defend this country, I am grateful. Thank you for the opportunities and freedoms we have in the 

United States of America. Help me never to take these blessings for granted. 

Help me to live my life in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the strength to be a blessing in 

someone's life today, and grant me the opportunity to lead others into the freedom that can be 

found in knowing Jesus Christ. 

 

Congregational Freedom Prayer for Independence Day following Barbara soloist 

Lord God Almighty, in whose name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves and 

for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of 

this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

(1979 Book of Common Prayer) 

 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-sin-700703
https://www.thoughtco.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.thoughtco.com/country-information-4133030
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INTRO: We all admire "Strong People" - people who always seem in control of themselves and 

their situations.  The life of Samson (Heb. 11:32) shows us a man who was physically strong, but 

was spiritually weak -- and the consequences were tragic. 

 

 

3 CHARACTERISTICS THAT WILL WEAKEN YOUR LIFE: 

 

 

1.  SELF INDULGENCE WEAKENS US. 

  JUDGES 14 Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine 

woman. 2 When he returned, he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in 

Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.” 

 

A weak person's excuse:  "______________________.  It's such a small thing!" 

 

 

 

BETTER PEOPLE _______________ their _______________. 

 

 

 

2.  BITTERNESS WILL WEAKEN US 

 

  JUDGES 15:3- 5, 11:  Samson said to them, “This time I have a right to get even 

with the Philistines; I will really harm them.” 4 So he went out and caught three hundred foxes 

and tied them tail to tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch to every pair of tails, 5 lit the torches 

and let the foxes loose in the standing grain of the Philistines. He burned up the shocks and 

standing grain, together with the vineyards and olive groves. 

11 Then three thousand men from Judah went down to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to 

Samson, “Don’t you realize that the Philistines are rulers over us? What have you done to 

us?”He answered, “I merely did to them what they did to me.” 

  

 

A weak person's excuse:  "_________________________!" 

 

 

 

 

BETTER PEOPLE _______________ their _______________ . 



 

 

 

3.  CARELESSNESS WEAKENS US 

 Judges 16: 18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the 

rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the 

Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. 19 After putting him to sleep on her lap, she 

called for someone to shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his 

strength left him. 

 

 

 

The weak person's excuse:  "__________________________." 

 

 

BETTER PEOPLE  _______________ their _______________ . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. SAMSON'S SECOND CHANCE:   

JUDGES 16:28 Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, 

strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my 

two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. 

Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson 

said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the 

temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while 

he lived. 

 

 

PRAYER, Please God strengthen me one more time for BETTER LIVING. AMEN 

 

 

 

FOUR FOR THE ROAD 1. What was Samson’s weak link? 

2.  What is the weak link in your life?  

3.   What will you do about it?   

4. When? 



14 Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. 2 When he returned, 

he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me 

as my wife.” 

3 His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among 

all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?” 

But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.” 4 (His parents did not 

know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for 

at that time they were ruling over Israel.) 

5 Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the 

vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. 6 The Spirit of the LORD 

came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have 

torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had done. 7 Then he went 

down and talked with the woman, and he liked her. 

8 Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, 

and in it he saw a swarm of bees and some honey. 9 He scooped out the honey with his hands and 

ate as he went along. 

 

 

11 Then three thousand men from Judah went down to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to 

Samson, “Don’t you realize that the Philistines are rulers over us? What have you done to us?” 

He answered, “I merely did to them what they did to me.” 

12 They said to him, “We’ve come to tie you up and hand you over to the Philistines.” 

Samson said, “Swear to me that you won’t kill me yourselves.” 

13 “Agreed,” they answered. “We will only tie you up and hand you over to them. We will not 

kill you.” So they bound him with two new ropes and led him up from the rock. 14 As he 

approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the LORD came 

powerfully upon him. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped 

from his hands. 15 Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a 

thousand men. 

 

 
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, 

“Come back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with 



the silver in their hands. 19 After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave 

off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him.[c] And his strength left him. 

 

 
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, 

“Come back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with 

the silver in their hands. 19 After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave 

off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him.[c] And his strength left him. 

 

21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him 

with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding grain in the prison. 22 But the hair on his head 

began to grow again after it had been shaved. 

 

 

The Death of Samson 

23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to 

celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” 

24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, 

“Our god has delivered our enemy 

    into our hands, 

the one who laid waste our land 

    and multiplied our slain.” 

25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they 

called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them. 

When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who held his hand, “Put 

me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.” 27 Now 

the temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on 

the roof were about three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson 

prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once 

more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson 

reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, 

his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the 

Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all 

the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-6969c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-6969c


 

 

1.  SELF INDULGENCE WEAKENS YOUR LIFE. 

 


