
F A I T H
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Nine Weekly Reflections On Daniel’s Life & Book

Text: Proverbs 17;3
SERMON TITLE: WHEN YOU’RE PRESSURED TO 

CONFORM



WHAT 
DO YOU 
KNOW 
ABOUT 
DAINEL

?

•“Fire tests 
the purity 
of silver 
and gold, 
but the 

Lord tests 
the heart.”

Proverbs 
17:3 (NLT)



Test Everyone Faces
1. world is shaken up
2. pressured to confirm
3. beliefs are belittled
4.  heat is on
5. people work against you
6. need to have a difficult 
conversation
7. when your asked to do the 
impossible
8. SUCCESS?
9. When you need a prayer 
answered

FAITH



INTRO: BEFORE EVERY 
BLESSING THERE’S 
ALWAYS A TESTING.



“We speak God’s 

message because God 

tested  us and trusted 

us to do it. When we 

speak, we are not 

trying to please 

people, but God, who 

tests our hearts.”

1 Thes. 2:4 (NCV)

FAITH



FIRST FILL
IN: God 
__TESTS______ 
with stress 
before He 
___BLESSES__ 
with success

FAITH



“The king ordered that the young men 
should eat the same food and wine 

served at the king’s table while they 
were being trained. After that they we 
re to become servants of the king of 

Babylon . . . But Daniel resolved not to 
defile himself by eating the royal food 

and wine, and he asked the chief 
official for permission not to defile 

himself this way.” Daniel 1:5, 8     



DEFILE — TO 
POLLUTE, 

CONTAMINATE, OR 
CORRUPT. A LOSS 

OF PURITY



I.DANIEL’S FIRST TEST, 
WHEN YOU ARE 

PRESSURED TO CONFORM, 
SHOWS . . 



4 QUALITIES GOD LOOKS 
FOR IN YOUR LIFE

INTEGRITY – HE 
NEVER FORGOT 
WHO HE WAS.

“Daniel resolved 
not to defile 
himself . . .”
Daniel 1:8a 

(NIV)



“Don’t conform
yourself to the 
values of this 

world. Instead, let 
God transform you 

by a complete 
change of how you 

think. Then you 
will be able to 

know the will of 
God . . .” Romans 

12:2 (TEV) 







2.DISCIPLINE –
HE CONTROLLED 
HIS EGO AND HIS 
APPETITE
“Daniel made up 
his mind not to 
eat the food and 
wine given to 
them by
the king.” 
Daniel 1:8a (LB)



“Do not let any part 
of your body become 
a tool of wickedness 

used for sinning; 
instead give yourself 
completely to God . . 
. because you want 
to be a tool in the 
hands of God used 

for his good 
purposes.”
Romans 6:13







4. HUMILITY: HE WAS 
TACTFUL WITH 

AUTHORITY.



“



II. HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR CASE TO 
AN AUTHORITY















FAITH



•PRAYER



PRAYER; Merciful God, I your 
gracious mercy grant us Faith 

Unshakable. Amen.


