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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sermon: HOW TO BE 

BLESSED BY GOD THIS 

CHRISTMAS

Text: Luke 2: 4-7 p. 1100



4 So Joseph also went up from 

the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to 

the house and line of David. 5 He 

went there to register with Mary, 

who was pledged to be married 

to him and was expecting a child.
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6 While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be 

born, 7 and she gave birth to 

her firstborn, a son. She 

wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest 

room available for them.





1. LIKE JOSEPH: 

COOPERATE WITH GOD'S 

PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE!





“Joseph was a good man and 

didn’t want to publicly disgrace 

Mary, so he planned to quietly 

divorce her. But an angel 

appeared to him in a dream . . . 

When Joseph woke up, he did 

exactly what the angel of the Lord 

had commanded him to do, and 
took Mary home as his wife.”

Matthew 1:19-24



Joseph:

He did as the 

angles 

commanded him 

and he took Mary 

to be his wife 



2. LIKE THE SHEPHERDS: 

CELEBRATE THAT JESUS 

IS HERE!



The angle 

said to the 

shepherds, 

do not be 

afraid, I bring 

you Good 

News of 

great joy for 

all people.



“The shepherds hurried to 

Bethlehem and there they 

found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby, who was lying in a 

manger. When they had 

seen him . . . they returned 

to their fields, singing 

praises and thanking God 

for all they had heard and 

seen, which happened just 

as the angel had told them.” 

Luke 2:16 & 20



JOSEPH COOPERATED

SHEPHERDS CELEBRATED



MERRY CHRISTMAS



MARY: CONTEMPLATE 

GOD'S WORD!



“Then the shepherds told everyone 

what had happened and what the 

angel had said to them about this 

child. Everyone else who heard the 

shepherds' story were amazed, but, 

Mary TREASURED UP all the words 

she heard and CONTINUED TO 

QUIETLY PONDER THEM in her heart.” 

Luke 2:17-19



Your past can be 

forgiven…

purpose for 

living,

Everlasting home 

in Heaven



Study this book 

continually. 

Remember it, 

and meditate on 

it day and night 

so you’ll be sure 

to do everything 

it says. Jos. 1:8



ARE YOU A 

WOMAN OF 

THE WORD ?



4. LIKE THE WISE MEN:  

DEDICATE MY TIME AND 

MY GIFTS TO JESUS! “



“When the Wise Men saw the child 

with his mother Mary, they bowed 

down and worshiped him! Then 

they opened their treasure chests 

and presented him with gifts of 

gold and incense and myrrh. And 

being warned by God in a dream, 

they headed home by a different 

way.” Mat.  2:11



ROMANS 12:1, 

OFFER 

YOURSELS AS A 

LIVING 

SACRIFICE TO 

GOD, DEDICATED 

TO HIS SERVICE 

AND PLEASING 

HIM.



Romans 6:13, give 

yourself completely 

to God….



What is 

your 

Christmas 

Gift to 

Christ?



COOPERATING

CELEBRATING

CONTEMPLATING

DEDICATING



Jesus Christ, I want to give you myself in a greater way 

this Christmas. I want you to choose me and use me. I 

want your blessing in 2019. And so today, Lord, I want to 

start cooperating with your plan instead of making all my 

own plans. And today, Lord, I want to start celebrating your 

forgiveness and your free gift of salvation to me. Help me 

to live more with gratitude and less with crankiness, more 

with thankfulness and less with worry. God, I want to give 

you my attention. I want to be a woman of the Word or a 

man of the Word. I want to contemplate. I want to listen. I 

want to pay attention. I want to not have a day go by that I 

don't listen to your Word to me. And God, like the wise 

men, I want to seek you, and when I find you I want to give 

you the best I've got. My gifts, my talents, my time. I ask 

you to receive my gifts this Christmas because of what 

you've done for me. In your name I pray, amen.




