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Aveleigh’s Easter Party
Outreach Event 

Sunday, March 25, 2018

Vacation Bible School “Shipwrecked-
Rescued By Jesus!”

Sunday, July 22 - Thursday, July 26, 2018
Mark your calendars for this year’s Vacation Bible School entitled,

“Shipwrecked-Rescued By Jesus!” Aveleigh’s VBS will be held Sunday, July 22nd through 
Thursday, July 26, 2018.  Again this year, we will begin on a Sunday afternoon (4:30 p.m.) with a 
special Opening Assembly from 5:00-6:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary. VBS will continue Monday 
through Thursday at 9:30 a.m. with great music, lively puppets, unique crafts, life-changing Bible 
stories and fun games. We will need many volunteers to make this year’s VBS a success. 
Please look in upcoming Sunday bulletins (or the table outside of Cindy’s office) and sign up to 
make a difference in the lives of our children.

We are planning another outreach event (Easter Party)
to connect with friends and neighbors, and we want to get our entire church family involved. Our 
hope is to extend the love of Christ to others and share the importance of having a church family. 
So, please pray that we will reach the families to which God is calling us. Also, you can get 
involved by donating candy, preferably individually wrapped candy that will fit into a plastic egg 
and that will NOT melt. We will be collecting these items in a box in front of Cindy’s office, 
Aveleigh DCE, until Sunday, March 18th.

Our entire church family is invited to come to our Easter Party on Sunday, March 25th and 
meet any new visitors or guests. Adults may want to bring a portable chair. This outreach event 
will take place at Mollohon Park located at Milligan and Player Streets. In case of bad weather we 
will hold this event at our Clubhouse (1529 Main Street). Our special guest, Mr. Joe Fuller and his 
“Jesus Loves Me Train” will begin at 4:00 p.m. but you are welcome to come early and enjoy the 
park. Games will begin around 4:45 p.m. and our egg hunt (for children 5th grade and under) will 
begin around 5:00 p.m. Please bring a beverage and finger food to share with our visitors.
Again, everyone is invited to attend!  If you plan on attending sign up by filling out the
Connection Card found in upcoming Sunday bulletins or call Cindy, 276-3534, ext.13., noting the 
number of children who will be participating.  Please sign-up by Wednesday, March 21st.
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2018
Aveleigh’s
Year of the

Bible

Sunday, December 31, 2017 our church family heard the first announcement declaring 2018 
as Aveleigh’s Year of the Bible. At that service we heard about the “Family Faith Five” 
opportunity. Cindy Long, Aveleigh’s Director of Christian Education introduced a video link
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=549v6AkPXal) showing how in five daily steps any
household can enrich its family relationships and receive a deeper, lasting connection with
one another and Christ. She introduced a daily prayer calendar (enclosed) and called our
congregation to its responsibility to pray for one another.
Each Sunday during Aveleigh’s Year of the Bible we will meet one of the Bible characters. 
We will recognize their influences, their circumstance, their failures and recoveries. So, we 
will learn from their experiences how each of us today will avoid being crushed beneath our 
circumstances and live above and beyond our lives’ challenges and circumstances to form 
deeper lasting connections with God. Weekly you will emerge with a deeper understand of 
The Bible’s uniqueness, message, origin and authority.
We are asking you to join with us to make 2018 a year filled with Prayer for our Aveleigh 
family, friends, the Newberry community and the world.  Cindy Long said that she heard a 
quote, “Ministry without prayer is the highest form of arrogance.”  We have a lot of great 
things planned for 2018...may we not do any of them without first seeking God in prayer.

You can find our March and April (front & back) Prayer Calendar located in this 
newsletter.  It has a suggested Bible Verse and specific way that you can pray each day of 
the month.  Please join together with other members as we lift each other up and pray for 
our ministries (children, youth, missions, elderly, outreach efforts, etc.).  Extra copies of 
this calendar can be found at Aveleigh (on the table outside of the office).  May 2018 be a 
great year in which we are unified, growing in Christ, and bearing much "fruit" for His 
Kingdom!  Questions?  Contact Cindy Long, Aveleigh DCE.

Every Sunday is MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY at Aveleigh.  Aveleigh will be welcoming 
new members and performing Baptism at the Palm Sunday, March 25th services. If you 
desire church membership, there are three ways to join the church. If you have in the past 
been a member of another congregation, our pastor can request a letter of membership 
transfer from your last church. If no letter of transfer is available, you may join the church 
by making a re-affirmation of faith. If you have never before been a church member you 
may join the church in baptism and affirmation of faith. For more information about church 
membership, ask Dr. Van Metre. 9440416 or drvanmetre@att.net

LEWIS DAVIS BIBLE STUDY, (formerly known as the Tuesday Men’s group) invites all 
the men of the church to share a weekly noon to 1:00 p.m. brown bag lunch and Bible study 
in our Aveleigh Kirk House. They are in a study of Matthew.  For more information contact 
group leader, Pete Ragsdale.

Are you a subscriber to Aveleigh’s Rapid Communications?
The Aveleigh Rapid Communication comes in an email form to your computer or smart
phone’s inbox. Stories include prayer requests, congregational schedules and event
reminders. If you currently are not a subscriber or have recently changed you email address,
subscribe now by providing your current email address to the church office, or request a
subscription using the weekly bulletin Connection card, or you can email your request to
aveleighchurch@yahoo.com.

Thank you Shepherds!

We are so blessed to have God’s loving care spread to His sheep by Aveleigh’s shepherds. 

The Shepherding assignments will continue throughout the year unless the shepherds 

have been notified.  If there are any questions or concerns, please notify the church office 

at 803-276-3534.

Many thanks for your service.

Once again, the Presbyterian Women’s will be collecting  money 
for Lifebridge (formerly Crisis Pregnancy Center). This is a 
mission supported by Aveleigh. More information will follow in 
the March and April Church bulletins.

mailto:drvanmetre@att.net
mailto:aveleighchurch@yahoo.com


 

 
Aveleigh’s Discovery Class: S unday Morning Sunday School AVELEIGH’S 2018 YEAR OF THE BIBLE   March - May  WORSHIP OFFERINGS

10:30-11:20 am in the Aveleigh Chapel Conference Room

A weekly adult Bible lesson — based on current events — The Wired Word can be delivered 
to your e-mail inbox every Thursday.  Ask Dr. Van Metre, phone 944-0416 or 
drvanmetre@gmail.com for your weekly copy.
This is a current events class. What is the difference in a Bible Study and a Christian current
events study? A Bible study opens the Bible and reflects on a passage. Like Aveleigh’s 
Wednesday Night Awakening’s Bible Study, the Discovery Class is a current events class. 
The purpose of this study is not to judge if a current event is right or wrong, but rather to 
discern what God is doing around the world and how best we should connect with what on 
earth God is doing. Each installment includes a weekly current event, discussion and how 
Scripture relates to that current headline with suggestions on how group members can apply 
Scripture passages covered that week to their daily lives. Discussion Questions help you 
encourage additional in-depth exploration of the topic at hand. Closing Prayers provide a 
meaningful conclusion to the week's discussion. Every Thursday you'll receive an e-mail 
message. Copies of lessons are also distributed during class.

Recent Topics discussed for Christian discernment:
2/4/2018 Nassar Abuse Victim, Denhollander, tells why the Gospel is "So Sweet". 
Discussion IDENTIFYING REAL EVIL.
1/28/2018 Despite Tension Between The Two Koreas, Their Athletes Prepare To March
Together At The Olympics. Discussion, BEING CONNECTED AS THE BODY OF CHRIST. 
1/21/2018 Hawaiians Receive False Alarm About Ballistic Missile Strike.  Discussion, 
AWAITING THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST.
1/14/2018 Iran Restricts Communication in Response to Protests, Discussion, BEING BOTH
HEARERS AND DOERS OF THE WORD.

Mar. 4 Third Sunday in Lent, NAHUM, Sermon:  LET GO OF THE WHIRLWIND 
(WORRY).  “The Lord has his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are 
the dust of his feet.”  Nahum 1:3b (NIV) Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” Matthew 6:25-
34(NIV)
Mar. 11 Fourth Sunday in Lent, DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS.  The example of 
Job, Sermon: CONNECTING WITH GOD IN A CRISIS. (Job 1:1-2:10)
Mar. 18 Fifth Sunday in Lent, LAZARUS, Sermon: LET’S GO BACK TO JUDEA, text 
“So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, he stayed where he was for the next 
two days.  Finally, he said to his disciples, ‘Let’s go back to Judea.’” John 11:5-7 (NLT)

Mar. 25  PALM SUNDAY,  Membership Sunday, Sermon: THE ENTRANCE WE’LL 
NEVER FORGET .  .  .  AND NO ONE EXPECTED.

April 1 EASTER SUNDAY, Sermon: NO FOOLIN’, THE ANSWER IS EASTER.
“Early on Sunday morning, as the NEW DAY was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the oth-
er Mary went out to see the tomb . . . The angel said, ‘He is risen!’”   Matthew 28:1-10
April 8 Sermon: CATCHING FAITH. “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last 
night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” And this time 
their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! A shout for help brought their partners in 
the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking.
Luke 5:5-7 (NLT)
April 15 Sermon: THE GOD OF SECOND CHANCES,  “As Jesus went on from there, he 
saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth.  ‘Follow me,’ he told him, 
and Matthew got up and followed him.” Matthew 9:9 (NIV)
April 22 Sermon: ELIJAH,  THE ULTIMATE PROOF OF THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. 
Theme: Mt. Carmel Settled It Once And For All. 1 Kings 18:16-45

April 29 & May 6  Pastor’s study leave

May 13 MOTHER’s DAY  Sermon: LOVEABLE MOM, LOVEABLE CHILD. Then the 
king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the 
other Puah, ‘When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the 
birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.’  But the 
midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them but let the male 
children live.  So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you 
done this, and let the male children live?’  The midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the 
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and they give birth 
before the midwife”.  Exodus 1:15-19

https://www.thewiredword.com/subscriber/5284
https://www.thewiredword.com/subscriber/5283
https://www.thewiredword.com/subscriber/5283
https://www.thewiredword.com/subscriber/5282
https://www.thewiredword.com/subscriber/5281


 

Pastors Power Pack:

Lent is a time of self-examination, repentance, self-denial, conversion and growth. It lasts 
for forty days, excluding Sundays, and begins on Ash Wednesday (February 14, 2018) and 
ends on the Saturday (March 31, 2018) before Easter Sunday (April 1, 2018).
Lent has a long history in the life of the church. In the early church candidates for baptism
had to undergo an intense time of preparation (as long as two years) for the baptism service
that was held once a year on Easter Sunday. The preparation was a time of study, prayer,
fasting, and self examination. Eventually the church as a whole joined in this time of
preparation for Easter – a time of celebrating Christ’s risen life.
Over time Lent became connected to the 40 days of wilderness preparation experience of
Jesus and to the events of what became known as Holy Week – the passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus.
Worship spaces are often decorated in purple which is the color of Lent. The word Lent has
come to mean springtime or new life, and Aveleigh invites you into a season of spiritual
spring cleaning. Many people are familiar with the practice of giving something up for
Lent. This tradition for some is rather silly – I am giving up road rage for Lent! But the
practice when done with integrity is meant to foster a stronger will, one that intentionally
chooses to make room for God amidst all the competing realities of life. Giving something
up for Lent is a choice to say no to lesser desires so that we can say a greater yes to God.
At its heart Lent is a journey into wholeness.  This year, 2018, I ask you to make your
Lenten experience your season of giving up anything that hinders you from “seeking God
first.”

What is Holy Week 2018?
Holy week is the week leading up to Easter; it is celebrated by Christians worldwide; it is 
meant to commemorate the most important event in history, which is the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Holy Week is the week preceeding Easter and the final week of 
Lent. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and ends with Holy Saturday, the day before 
Easter Sunday. Holy Week includes Holy Thursday (also known as Maundy Thursday) and 
Good Friday, which, together with Holy Saturday, is known as the Triduum.

During Holy Week, Christians commemorate the Passion of Christ, who died on Good 
Friday in reparation for the sins of mankind, and rose on Easter Sunday to give new life to 
all who believe. Thus, while Holy Week is solemn and sorrowful, it also anticipates the joy 
of Easter through the recognition of God's goodness in sending His Son to die for our 
salvation.

Maundy Thursday gets its name from the Latin word mandatum, which means 
"commandment." Near the end of the Last Supper, after Judas had departed, Christ said to 
His disciples, "A new commandment I give unto you: That you love one another as I have 
loved you,. that you also love one another." The Latin word for "commandment," 
mandatum became the source for another name for Holy Thursday: Maundy Thursday .

Pray continually for….

Our church staff (Dr. Mitch Van Metre, Ginny Holt, 
Cindy Long, Barbara Dock, and Michael Coleman) 
Eddie Long, Newberry area Young Life Director 
Amy Coleman, Aveleigh’s Youth Director 
Catherine Carlson, Aveleigh’s Treasurer
The Diaconate and its work
Our Congregational Care Program
The Session and its spiritual leadership
Our missionaries (Craig and Ada Cook, Jay and Julie 
Ellis, Jim and Virginia Vinton, and Chuck and Joette 
Ward)
The community outreach of Young Life and their
leaders
The Good News Club at Boundary Street Elementary 
School
Volunteers who run our sound system and video
projector
Thornwell Home and Boys Farm
Mother’s Morning Out Program

Pray especially for …
Bethel Price (Baby of Gill & Holly Price)
John Frazier
Freddie Neal
Dan Hilton
Brian Holt’s mother, Jean Holt
Melvina Busby
Bill and Sue Lindler
Ned and Jenny Carlisle
Barbara Ellis’s mom, Juanita Olges
Warren and Helen Trautman
Sam and Jackie Berry
Judy Epting
CC Epting, Judy Epting’s grandson
Martha Young
Julia McSwain
MC Yarbrough
Kathleen Wilson
Betty Mulva
Harriet Waites
Judith Mersereau

Betty Ragsdale 
Cindy Jackson
Judy Whitehead, Sis-Ann, & Mom-Dot
Those who have suffered losses in the last year

Pray for …
Our nation’s military and their families, including 
Aveleigh’s servicemen and their families – Eric 
Cannon, Thomas Carlson, Rebecca Carlson, Justin 
Dahman, Josh Jackson, Rick Mersereau, Gill & Macky 
Price and Zach Gayden in Texas. Pray for the families 
of those service personnel who have lost their lives in 
the line of duty or have been wounded. Also, pray for 
our four Backpack recipients.

Praise the Lord for …
The Lewis Davis Bible Study
The Aveleigh Women and their service to others 
The music ministry
The ministry of all of our volunteers
The AWC and all of its support team
Our tithes and offerings which have exceeded our 
budget for the last three years
Our many visitors
Our new members

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/What_Is_Easter.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Lent-Definition-Of-Lent.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Palm_Sunday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Holy-Week/p/Holy-Saturday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Holy_Thursday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Maundy-Thursday-Definition-Of-Maundy-Thursday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Good_Friday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Triduum-Definition-Of-Triduum.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Maundy-Thursday-Definition-Of-Maundy-Thursday.htm


Aveleigh’s Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, March 25 - Palm Sunday 
(Membership Sunday) Worship services are at 
9:15 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

Thursday, March 29 - 6:00 p.m.  Aveleigh 
Seder Meal; a 1st Century Style recreation of
the Last Supper, (participants eat a real
meal).

Thursday, March 29 - 7:00 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Communion service for all ages. 
Childcare will be provided. This service runs 
1.10hrs.

Good Friday, March 30: Aveleigh gathers at 
9:15 a.m. in Truesdale Hall for A TIME OF
SERVICE, following Jesus’ example of
serving: washing the disciples feet after HIS
Last Supper.  Service events include: clean-up
after the Seder Meal, prep building for Easter
Sunday, and  Home Bound communions served
by pastor with communion teams.

Easter Sunday Schedule:  Worship Services at 
9:15 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Sunday School, 10:45 
a.m.

Weekly Chapel Services every Tuesday at 10:00 
a.m. Everyone welcome.

Sunday, Potluck Luncheon, April 28: Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m. & Worship at 10:30 a.m. that 
Sunday only.

2018 SPRING SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

The new Sunday School Spring Quarter begins March 4, 2018.  If you are
not already involved in a Sunday school class, we encourage you to get
involved and attend a class of your choice.
5th Grade and younger classes will continue using their same curriculum
(Deep Blue One Room Sunday School and David C. Cook) covering units such as: “In the
Name of the Lord,” “Go and Tell,” and “Change Your Hearts and Lives.”
Our Middle and High School Classes (meet at 1529 Main Street Clubhouse Building) will 
be continuing to use their curriculum by Group Publishing entitled LIVE!  Topics this 
quarter include: “A Faith of my Own – Nurturing a Faith That Lasts,” “Forgiveness – The 
Power of  Second Chances,” and “Dealing with Doubts – Why your Questions Don’t Scare 
Jesus.”
Agape Class - (Located in the Kirk House) Brian Holt will continue to lead participants in 
their study through the Bible…following the format “What?” “So what?” and “Now 
what?”  The class is currently in the Old Testament (with participants reading at home - 
averaging 7 chapters per week).
Discovery Class (located in the Chapel) - Participants will continue their study entitled 
“The Wired Word.”  The Wired Word “includes biblical commentary and discussion 
questions related to a topic in the news each week and then weaves these current events 
into participant’s weekly Bible studies … making lessons and discussions more relevant to 
modern Christian living.”
Seekers Class - (located upstairs beside the Choir room) will continue their study Believe 
–    Living The Story Of The Bible To Become Like Jesus (DVD – 30 Sessions by Randy 
Frazee).  Participants will learn how the story of the Bible helps us think, act, and become 
more like Jesus by examining key questions, studying Scripture, and learning practical 
ways to apply the concepts to everyday life.  As participants journey through this study,
one simple truth will become clear: The story of God isn’t just a story; it changes
everything.”
Spirit of Aveleigh Class (located on the second floor of the Educational wing) taught by 
Mr. Pete Ragsdale, will continue their study by David C. Cook entitled the “Standard
Lesson Quarterly.”  This is a richly resourced adult curriculum based on the International
Sunday School Lessons (ISSL)/ Uniform Series. Reliable Scripture exposition, culturally
relevant examples, and timely discussion questions engage students and give the Bible
lesson meaning in their everyday lives.  The Spring unit is entitled “Acknowledging God.”
Young Adult Class – (located in David’s Room) will continue the following studies. “I’d 
Like You More If You Were More Like Me – Getting Real About Getting
Close” (DVD – by John Ortberg).  “What on Earth Am I Here For?” (DVD – by Rick
Warren) & “Fearless” (DVD - by Max Lucado).



 

Tonight Genesis Chapter

Great Stories of the Bible

Welcome

Awaken your Christian Spirituality
Dinner 6:00 pm, Class 6:30-7:15 pm, Nursery & Children’s ministry provided.
Call Cindy 276-3534
Meal cost is $6.00. Reservations Required. Sign up cards in Sunday Bulletins or

Phone the church office at 803-276-3534

Weekly Lessons:
Mar. 7    The Spirituality of Hospitality Ex.2:20
Mar. 14  Spirituality of The Commandments Ex.20
Mar. 21  Faith Lesson of Kadesh Barnea Deut. 1:21
Mar. 29  Seder Meal, Passover Remembered 6pm,

Communion 7pm
Weekly Menus:
Mar. 7    Shrimp & Grits or Chicken a la King, Salad Bar,

Yeast Rolls, Dessert Buffet.
Mar. 14  Spaghetti & Meat Ball or Chicken Alfredo, Salad Bar,

Garlic Toast,  Fruit Tarts.
Mar. 21  Turkey dressing and all the trimmings, with

Pumpkin Pie or Apple Spice Cake.
Mar. 29  First Century Recreation of the Passover Meal

(Christ’s Last Supper).

Easter this year is April 1st!  If you would like to join us for our Easter Choir, rehearsals 
will begin on Wednesday March 7th and will run from 5:15 – 6:00 pm for four weeks.
Easter Choir is open to anyone 4th grade and up (children should bring a parent or
grandparent with them!)  Sign up beginning in February so we will have music and a CD 
ready for you.
Our next Hymn Festival will be on Sunday, April 29th at 10:30 am followed by a covered
dish luncheon.  The service entitled “How Firm a Foundation” will be a part of our Year of
the Bible Celebration and will feature hymns related to the Bible, its history, and its
importance in our lives.  If you would like to be a part of the choir for the Hymn Festival,
rehearsals will be on March 11, 18 and 25 (Wednesday evenings) from 5:15 – 6:15.
Watch the bulletin for more information.
Aveleigh Singers practice weekly from 5:00 – 6:00 pm and lead worship at 9:15 am on
Sunday mornings.
Aveleigh Ringers rehearse from 5:15 – 6:30 pm on Sunday afternoons.  If you are
interested in joining either group, please call the Church office at 803-276-3534
We can always use help with sound crew and powerpoint for the sanctuary services.
If you are interested, contact Ginny, and we’ll schedule some training time.

Aveleigh’s worship service is broadcast at 11:05 Sunday morning 8 times a year on WKDK 
(AM 1040). Our remaining dates for 2018 are April 22, May 27, July 22, August 26, 
September 30, November 25, and December 30. Other local churches are broadcast on the 
other Sundays.  The service which we send to WKDK is edited down to 55 minutes and 
sometimes includes portions of several services—it is NOT sent “live.”  I’ve had folks 
concerned about sharing prayer concerns that might end up on the radio—please be aware 
that we edit personal prayer requests out of what we send to the radio.  We thank WKDK

Soup of the Week:
Mar. 7    Chicken Corn Chowder
Mar. 14  Minestrone
Mar. 21  Cream of Broccoli

Weekly at  Aveleigh’s WEDNESDAY NIGHT AWAKENINGS
You will receive dinner, Bible Study, Small Group conversation, and Worship all in 75
minutes. This summer start inviting your friends to come to Wednesday Night at Aveleigh.

Whooo knows? It could be the Bright Spot of Your Entire Week!

The Bible is one 
continuous story, from the

story of creation to the
story of  Jesus' future

return at the end of time.
And yet there are smaller,
pivotal stories that make
up the basic structure of
the one big   story. This

class is a series that walks
you through those Bible
stories to assist you in

forming lasting
connections with God and
your fellow believers, that
is Christian Spirituality.

Sanctuary Flowers
March   4 - Frank Partridge     April   1 - OPEN
March 11 - OPEN                          April   8 - Karen Short
March 18 - Elaine, Billy & Shellie Norris   April 15 - Melissa Randall
March 25 - Larry & Barbara Ellis     April 22 - Matt & Jessica DeWitt

April 29 - Billy & Shellie Norris

mailto:drvanmetre@gmail.com

