Aveleigh Fellowship of Presbyterians
Aveleigh Fellowship of Presbyterians Newsletter
DATED MATERIAL– February/March 2019
1211 Calhoun Street
Newberry, SC 29108
aveleighchurch@yahoo.com

Non-Profit
Pre-sorted
Standard
US
Postage

1211 Calhoun Street, Newberry, SC 29108
803-276-3534
aveleighchurch@yahoo.com
February/March 2019

PAID
Permit #208
Newberry, SC

Awana
An Aveleigh Community Outreach Program
Awana is still running every Friday from 7:00-8:30 p.m. through the school
year. We welcome children three years old through 6th grade and we need
leaders. Even if you can
only come occasionally,
we need you! Join the
fun!
Morgan Hill
803-606-5870
mrsmorganhill24@gmail.com

Sometimes I start believing something wonderful is about to happen. I believe something wonderful is about
to happen here at Aveleigh. Hebrews 11:6, And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. Yes
sometimes you just start to sense that God is about to do something wonderful.
Aveleigh officers have been in a four year season of seeking God. Way back in Nov. 8, 2015, 24 officers
from the classes 2015,16,17,18 started discussion about Aveleigh’s Congregational Redevelopment. That
year they adopted three goals; a mission fair communicating current Aveleigh ministries and missions, and a
renewed commitment to spiritual development of our church officers by reading a chapter from a book on
congregational revitalization at all meetings, and reintroducing a weekly Sunday pre-worship prayer time for
officers. Further those classes of officers provided our congregation with three summer Town Hall Meetings
Jun.12th, July 6th, and Aug. 14th.
At those meetings participants were asked: 1.What facility change can we make, but haven't? (parking,
painting, building, etc.) 2. With the statistic in mind that 85% of Christians make a decision for Christ
between the ages of 4-14, what is one program change that we can make but haven't made to minister to
4-14 year olds? 3.What is one part of the worship service that should be restored? 4. What is one nostalgic
relic in your church that should be thrown into the Kidron Valley (e.g. plaques, relics, policy, program, event
etc.)? 5. What do you want Aveleigh to look like in 3,5, and 10 years? Participants and officers answering
these questions represented 90% of Aveleigh’s then active church regularly attending families.
Aveleigh Officer Training 2016 reviewed: 1, up to date Local Demographical Study 2, Complete financial
accounting and 3, the congregational input from the recent summer town hall meetings. That training day
ended with this statement drafted by officers participating:
Due to Aveleigh’s Officers realization that Aveleigh must grow younger to continue its mission and
ministry through this century: Aveleigh will determine the needs of Newberry’s GenX and Millennial
Families, and as their primary purpose offer through community outreach mission and ministries
addressing those needs for the purpose of bringing those generations to Christ and active participation in
Aveleigh. And during this 3-5 year time period all Aveleigh program, mission, ministry and expenditures
evaluation criteria is, how an event or action contributes to the accomplishment of this stated 3-5 year goal.
An ambitious ministry goal that would come to be called, Aveleigh Newberry’s Family Church.
Now three years later, after much seeking God in prayer, introducing numerous community and children
outreaches; staff training, officer development, beginning renovations, the calling to be recognized by our
neighbors as Aveleigh Newberry’s Family Church is so near. I ask you to stay inspired, remain prayerful,
seek that which is encouraging, unifying, and pure, because I am sensing more and more each day, God is
about to do something wonderful here at Aveleigh. Mitch

NEW Bible Study Group for
the New Year

NEW Ladies Night Book Study - Looking for a small group
focused on how God empowers and encourages women in
the midst of our everyday struggles? Join the 6 session book
and video based bible study titled
“Unglued” by Lysa Terkeurst.
• Next meeting: Thursday, February 7th, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
• Location: 1817 College Street - Newberry 29108 (corner
of College and Chapman)
Plenty of parking on and across the street (field parking lot)
• Materials: Participants of the study will purchase their own book and participant
guide (book also available on audiobook)
• Missed a session? Check out and join our Facebook group “Ladies Night Book Study.”
We will post the video session we covered so you can follow along.
• Please note: Childcare will not be available. Breast feeding infants are welcome!
It’s mommy time!

Every Sunday is MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY at Aveleigh. We will welcome new members
and will perform Baptism at the February 24th service. If you desire church membership,
there are three ways to join the church. If you have in the past been a member of another
congregation, our pastor can request a letter of membership transfer from your last church.
If no letter of transfer is available, you may join the church by making a re-affirmation of
faith. If you have never before been a church member you may join the church in baptism
and affirmation of faith. For more information about church membership, call or text Dr.
Van Metre. 944-0416 or send an email to drvanmetre@att.net

Weekly Chapel Services every
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.;
Everyone welcome.

LEWIS DAVIS BIBLE STUDY, (formerly known as the Tuesday Men’s group) invites all
the men of the church to share a weekly noon to 1:00 p.m. brown bag lunch and Bible study
in our Aveleigh Kirk House. They are in a study of the Book of Acts. For more information
contact group leader, Pete Ragsdale.

If you would like to join the group or seek additional information please contact a host:
·
Morgan Hill (803) 606-5870 mrsmorganhill24@gmail.com
·
Michaela Gayden (707) 310-3621 mcborges88@gmail.com
Share this invite with family and girlfriends!
Preview: https://youtu.be/PgTRhaHglqs
Description of current study: In this six-session study, Lysa TerKeurst admits that she has
experiences where others bump into her happy and she comes emotionally unglued. We stuff,
we explode, or react somewhere in between. What do we do with these raw emotions? Filmed in
Florence, Italy, and filled with personal examples and Biblical teaching, Lysa shows how to
process our emotions and resolve conflicts in ways that lead to a much more peaceful life.

Did you miss a sermon or want to hear it again? Check out our
website: http://www.aveleigh.org and click on Announcements from
the left navigational menu. The sermon outlines, slides and videos are
archived at the bottom section of the page.

Aveleigh’s Discovery Class: Sunday Morning Sunday School
10:45-11:20 a.m. in the Aveleigh Chapel

Fair Trade Coffee at Aveleigh
You may have noticed the coffee during fellowship just got a bit tastier. The reason
is because Aveleigh just started a subscription service with Genesis Hub in
downtown Newberry, to get Organic Fair Trade Specialty Coffee delivered on a
monthly basis. Genesis is the new business that Eddie and Cindy Long opened in
August. The business came from their passion for Fair Trade. But what is Fair
Trade? I’m glad you asked!

A weekly adult Bible lesson — based on current events — The Wired Word delivered to your e-mail inbox
every Thursday. Ask Dr. Van Metre, phone 944-0416 or drvanmetre@gmail.com for your weekly copy.
Each weekly installment includes a current events discussion and how Scripture relates to the current
headlines . . .
• In the News discusses a current event to be analyzed in a biblical context each week.
• The Big Questions provide a framework for the discussion. Use them as is, or revise to include your own
commentary and perspectives.
• Confronting the News with Scripture provides the substance of the lesson along with suggestions on how
group members can apply Scripture passages covered that week to their daily lives.
• Discussion Questions help you encourage additional in-depth exploration of the topic at hand.
• Closing Prayer provides a meaningful conclusion to the week's discussion.

Every Thursday, you'll receive an e-mail message and copies of lessons are also distributed during class.
Recent Topics discussed:
1/6/2019 Opioid Addiction 'Solution' Becoming Problem for Persons in Pain
12/30/2018 Starbucks Holiday Cups Generate Controversy
12/23/2018 Displaced Church for the Homeless Moving to "Fixer Upper" Property in 2019
12/16/2018 Chinese Scientist Claims to Have Gene-Edited Babies
12/9/2018 The Right Thing for the Wrong Reason

The Wired Word invites you to Aveleigh’s Discovery Class, meeting in the Aveleigh
Chapel each Sunday at 10:45 - 11:20 a.m.

Fair Trade is a holistic certification system that ensures small farmers in
developing countries are paid fair wages, have safe working conditions, and
re-invest in their communities. The coffee industry is fraught with modern day
slavery, bonded labor, and massively underpaid labor. Many small farmers are
forced into selling their beans for a fraction of what they need to make a decent
living. Genesis is committed to ending that cycle by providing Fair Trade coffee, so
that every cup you drink makes the world better.
Now what about the cost? Should one pay 2 or 3 times more for a product?
Thankfully, this isn’t just something you have to do because you feel bad. In most
cases, Fair Trade goods are healthier, higher quality products. Extra care is taken
to harvest beans. Your sugar was grown in healthy soil without pesticides. All of
these things mean that you’re not just making the world better, but improving the
quality of your own life!
So not only is the coffee at Aveleigh much tastier now, but it actually makes the
world better too...one cup at a time! If you have more questions about fair trade,
contact Eddie Long at 318-4590 or visit www.thegenesishub.com.

Good News Club® is a ministry of Child Evangelism Fellowship in which trained

teachers meet with groups of children in schools, homes, community centers, etc. with
their parent’s permission. Each week the teacher presents an exciting Bible lesson using
colorful materials. This action-packed time also includes songs, Scripture memory, a
missions story and review games or other activities focused on the lesson’s theme.
The purpose of Good News Club is to evangelize boys and girls with the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ and establish (disciple) them in the Word of God.

Library News

*************************************************************
Aveleigh welcomes Members of the Congregation to visit the Church Library
Come and explore the vast collection of books and DVD’s that will inspire you.
Check out the new arrivals! There are books from popular authors.
There are DVD’s for all ages

See What Else is Available!
Aveleigh's Good News Club Team consist of Elizabeth Adams, Karen Chasteen, Rose
Bailey, Chip Buckheister, Gene Crocker, Linda Rish, Gwen Senn, Hunt Coffey, Sandy
DeWitt, Cheryl Parr, Judith Mersereau, Janie and Junior Harrington, Cheryl Harrington,
Rita Yarbrough, and Ann Price.
Our team ministers to third through fifth graders at Boundary Street School for a six
weeks' period during late February and March. Our study this year is "The Patriarchs:
God's Plan Unfolds."

FYI – Registration for Camp Fellowship (in Greenwood, S.C. for Children and Youth) is
now OPEN! To see a list of various camps, dates and ages that may attend these camps,
please go to www.campfellowship.org/Summer2019. This year they also have specialty
camps including a NEW Music, Arts, Drama, and
Dance camp. Also, did you know that Aveleigh has
some scholarship money available for members
who want to attend? If interested in scholarship
assistance, please contact Cindy Long, Aveleigh
DCE.

Check out is simple. Just sign your name on the card found in
the back of the book (or on the DVD), add the date and place
the card in the plastic tray on the chest of drawers.
Return books by placing them in the white basket beside the
chest.

Are you a subscriber to Aveleigh’s Rapid Communications?
The Aveleigh Rapid Communication comes in an email form to your computer or
smart phone. Messages include prayer requests, congregational schedules and event
reminders. If you currently are not a subscriber or have recently changed your email
address, subscribe now by providing your current email address to the church office.
You can also email your request to aveleighchurch@yahoo.com.

MISSION IS A MAJOR THEME AT AVELEIGH
The Three Fellowship of Presbyterians National Mission Boards are:
Presbyterian Outreach Foundation: They offer numerous overseas evangelical mission trip and
projects for local members to participate.
The Medical Benevolence Board: They offer numerous annual evangelical overseas events for medical
staffs and medical doctors to make a difference in the third world communities.

Wee Kirk Conferences: They offer evangelical service and training to small national and international
congregations officers, staff, and clergy.

Currently Aveleigh is recruiting for 2019 Adult Evangelical International Mission
trips:
Costa Rica, March 15-30, 2019
Cuba, March 14-22, 2019
Holistic Evangelism in Tete Province, June 3-13, 2019
Women’s Trip to Lebanon, August 3-11, 2019
Iranians in Diaspora, September 13-23, 2019
Pakistan, September 25-October 5, 2019
China, October 15-28, 2019
Egypt, October 31-November 11, 2019
Kenya/East Africa, November 2019
Iraq, Fall 2019

Ask Dr. Van Metre for additional information on how you can get involved.
REMEMBER: Currently Our Session has made $300.00 Mission Grants for these trips available
to Aveleigh members. Initial inquiries begin by signing up on the weekly Aveleigh Bulletin
Connection Card.
Dr. Van Metre

Sanctuary Flowers
______________________________________________________________________________________
February 3rd
February 10th
February 17th
February 24th
March 3rd
March 10th
March 17th
March 24th
March 31st
April 7th
April 14th
April 21st
April 28th
May 5th
May 12th
May 19th
May 26th
June 2nd
June 9th
June16th
June 23rd
June 30th

OPEN
OPEN
Sinclair Talbot
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
Elaine Norris
OPEN
OPEN
Melissa Randall
OPEN
Billy and Shellie Norris
Frank Partridge
Bill and Sally Hillman
Youth Sunday
Melissa Randall
Dick and Cile Hursey
OPEN
Parr/Query families
Gene and Kitty Crocker
OPEN

July 7th
July 14th
July 21st
July 28th
Aug 4th
Aug 11th
Aug 18th
Aug 25th
Sept 1st
Sept 8th
Sept 15th
Sept 22nd
Sept 29th
Oct 6th
Oct 13th
Oct 20th
Oct 7th
Nov 3rd
Nov 10th
Nov 17th
Nov 24th

Larry and Barbara Ellis
Tim and Jo Stafford
OPEN
Brian and Ginny Holt
Lorraine Bradley
Billy and Shellie Norris
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
Heath and Sara McCutcheon
Billy and Shellie Norris
Julia McSwain
Kathleen Wilson
M.C. and Rita Yarbrough
OPEN
Otis and Ann Taylor
Karen Chasteen
Lorraine Bradley
Melvina Busby

Contact Hunt Coffey (924-1542) if you would
like to place flowers In the church.
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Pray Continually for….

New Season 2019
Weekly Menus; Serving begins at 5:55pm

Our church staff (Dr. Mitch Van Metre, Pierre Harris, Cindy Long,
Barbara Dock and Michael Coleman)
Eddie Long, Newberry area Young Life Director
Amy Coleman, Aveleigh’s Youth Director
Catherine Carlson, Aveleigh’s Treasurer
The Diaconate and its work
Our Congregational Care Program
The Session and its spiritual leadership
Our new officers
Our missionaries (Craig and Ada Cook, Jay and Julie Ellis,
Jim and Virginia Vinton, and Chuck and Joette Ward)
The community outreach of Young Life and their leaders,
Backpack recipients
Our Good News Club
The Awana Club
Volunteers who run our sound system and video projector
Thornwell Home, and Boys Farm of Newberry

Pray for …
-Our Leaders in government.
-Our nation’s military and their families,
Including Aveleigh’s servicemen and their
families - Eric Cannon, Justin Dahman,
Josh Jackson, Rebecca Carlson and
Thomas Carlson, Rick Mersereau, Macky
& Gill Price.

-Pray for the families of those service
personnel who have lost their lives in the
line of duty or have been wounded.

Pray Especially for…
Jan. 30
Feb. 6
Feb. 13
Feb. 20
Feb. 27
Mar. 6
Mar. 13
Mar. 20
Mar. 27
Apr. 3
Apr. 10
Apr. 18

Fried Chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, green salad, German chocolate cake.
Meat Loaf, mashed potatoes & gravy, salad bar, red velvet cake with cream cheese icing.
Barbecue pulled pork or fried pork chop, potato salad, baked beans, salad bar, dessert table.
RICOTTA MANICOTTI, green salad, garlic bread, dessert table.
Baked Ham, greens, beans, peas, cornbread, macaroni and cheese, Rice Krispy treats.
ASH WEDNESDAY, Norwegian meatballs, green beans, salad bar, dessert bar.
Spaghetti & Meatballs or Chicken Alfredo, salad bar, garlic toast, fruit tarts.
Fish Fry, slaw, green beans, roasted potatoes, salad bar, cake table.
Roast Beef, potatoes au-gratin, green beans, mushroom gravy, salad bar.
Fried Steak, mashed potatoes, vegetables, salad bar, banana pudding.
Turkey dressing and all the trimmings, with pumpkin pie & spice apple cake.
Maundy Thursday, Seder meal at 6pm, Communion at 7pm.

Weekly at “AVELEIGH’S WEDNESDAY NIGHT AWAKENINGS”, you will receive, dinner, Bible
Study, Small Group conversation, and worship all in 75 minutes. Start inviting your friends to come to
Wednesday Night at Aveleigh, Child care and Children and Teen ministry call Cindy DCE and AMY
Youth Director. Whooo knows, It could be the Bright Spot of Your Entire Week!

Meal suggested donation is $8.00. Families with minor children, max $20.00.
Reservations Required. Sign up on Connection Cards in Sunday Bulletins or
phone or text Dr.Van Metre 803 944-0416 or you can email
drvanmetre@gmail.com.

Michael Coleman
Bethel Price (Baby of Gill & Holly Price)
John Frazier
Freddie Neal
Dan Hilton
Brian Holt’s mother, Jean Holt
Melvina Busby
Bill and Sue Lindler
Sam and Jackie Berry
Judy Epting & CC Epting, Judy’s grandson
Betty Ragsdale
Martha Young
Julia McSwain
MC Yarbrough
Kathleen Wilson
Jenny Carlisle
Betty Mulva
Tim & Merry Jo Stafford
Judy Whitehead, Sis-Ann & Mom-Dot
Rod & Christy Knight
Corbett & Anna Miller
Healthy pregnancies for Courtney Rose & Lynsey Verch
Those who have suffered losses in the last year

Praise the Lord for…
-The Lewis Davis Bible Study
-The Aveleigh Women and their
service to others
-The music ministry
-The ministry of all of our volunteers
-The AWC and all of its support team
-Our tithes and offerings
-Our many visitors
-Our new members

AVELEIGH’S WEDNESDAY
NIGHT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

Worship & Music Notes
from Pierre ~~
What is the end-goal of worshiping God? What is the true purpose of our worship? Is it
just to check off an item on our Christian to-do list? Is it to keep from feeling guilty? Is it
done out of habit or ritual? It is none of these. The purpose of our worship is to know God
more deeply. Whether we have been worshiping Him for one year or one hundred years, the
purpose is the same. We worship God so that we can know Him more.
The Hebrew word for “know” does not mean to merely know Him intellectually. It means
to know Him by experience. Since this is true, the only way to truly worship God is to
know God. Therefore the more we know Him, the more we will want to worship Him. And
the more we worship Him, the more deeply we will know Him. This cycle will continue
throughout eternity. Isn’t it amazing to think that there will never come a time where we
know everything there is to know about God? We get to spend all of eternity worshiping
Him and therefore knowing Him more, and more, and more.

Music Explorers on Wednesday night:
On Wednesday, January 30, Aveleigh will start a Music Explorers group. This is open to all
elementary school children. We will be learning Christian songs, and foundational musical
skills. We will also introduce different musical instruments like piano, guitar, drums, and
organ and explore how they are used to glorify God. Music Explorers will meet from 6:30
pm to 6:50 pm.
________________________________________________

And just a thought:
A room of quiet, a temple of peace;
The home of faith, where doubtings cease.
A house of comfort, where hope is given.
A source of strength to make earth heaven.
A shrine of worship, a place to pray I found all this in my church today.
-Quotes

Nightly Schedule
5:55 Meal starts serving
6:30 Lesson Begins
Children’s Explorers
7:10 Table Talk
7:15 Worship Time

BACK TO THE BIBLE
Our 25th season invites you and yours to share in a chapter by chapter study of:

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

Feb. 6 JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY Preaching the Kingdom of God, 1:14- 31
Feb. 13 JESUS SERVANT AND HEALER, 1:32-45
Feb. 20 JESUS HEALER AND TEACHER, 2:1-12-3:16
Feb. 27 JESUS THE LATER STAGES OF THE GALILEAN MINISTRY, 3:7-6:13
Mar. 6 (ASH WED) JESUS PARABLES AND POWER, 3:20-4:-41
Mar. 13 JESUS GETS THEIR REACTION, 5:1-20- 6:7-13
Mar. 20 JESUS’ MINISTRY BEYOND GALILEE, 6:14-8:26 - 8:22-26
Mar. 27 JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM, 8:27-10:52
Apr. 3 JESUS MINISTRY IN JERUSALEM, 11:1-13:37 - 14:1-15:47
Apr. 10 Adult & Family Committee presents a video: JEWISH CUSTOMS AT PASSOVER
Apr. 18 (Maundy Thursday), Seder Meal at 6pm, Communion 7pm

2019 DINNER GROUPS
Aveleigh currently has five different active dinner groups with over 50 people enjoying
dinner in members' homes or in restaurants together monthly. Dinner groups offer a
wonderful time for small group fellowship and a time of getting to know one another
better. Planning for our 2019-2020 year will begin in February. If you would like to join
in the fun, fellowship, and good food, then register through the Connection Card Dinner
Group sign-up found in February Sunday bulletins or contact Cindy at 276-3534, ext. 13,
or Sherry Swindler, Dinner Group Coordinator, at 276-0153. The deadline for signing-up
is Sunday, February 17th.

S.C. State Museum Trip to Planetarium
Wednesday, February 20, 2019

Children’s Council Mission Update
Our Children’s Council wants to thank all who contributed to our Happy birthday Jesus
Party Mission this Christmas season. At our Sunday morning party our children worshipped,
played fun games, sang and had Birthday Cake with lots of fellowship time. Our children
brought to the party, games, crafts and money for a family that lost everything in the North
Carolina floods. Autumn Brown’s family, the recipients, had to move from their home in
Ivanhoe, NC to start over with two girls, 3 and 11, to a different home just before school
started. The Council would like to thank our Aveleigh family who also contributed to this
special family who gave personally through Sunday School classes and circles in Christian
love. The following is a thank you letter from the Brown Family.

Forever Young has an outing planned to the S.C. State Museum, on Wednesday, Feb.
20, 2019. We’ll meet at the church at 9:15 a.m. for a brief devotion and depart directly
following. After we explore the museum, we’ll attend their Planetarium show at 11:30
a.m. entitled We Are Stars (lasts 25 minutes). Participants will “watch the history of the
universe unfold, from the formation of the very first atoms to the very first stars.” After
the showing, we will have lunch together and should arrive home by 3 p.m. Everyone
62 years and over, the group cost will be $11 per person ($12 if younger)…please bring
the correct change. We need an exact count by Monday, Feb. 18, so if you are unable
to go after that date, you may still be responsible for the $11 cost. Lastly - we will not
be taking the Church bus, but will be carpooling together. If you are able to drive your
vehicle, please indicate that on the sign-up sheet as you fill out the Connection card
found in your Sunday bulletin (to make a reservation).

Lenten Adventure Sunday, March 3, 2019
Aveleigh’s Children’s Council is sponsoring a Lenten Adventure. Aveleigh children and
friends, ages 3 years old through 5th grade, are invited to this Lenten Adventure on
Sunday, March 3, from 10:45 to 11:30 a.m., in Mary’s room (Children’s Church room).
Children are invited to come and learn more about the beginning of this important
season, participate in some fun Shrove Tuesday pancake games and find out answers to
questions about Lent (which begins Ash Wednesday, March 6). If you have any
questions, please contact Cindy Long, Aveleigh DCE. Thanks!

Also, while looking for a family to help, we learned about a tiny historical church named the
Black River Presbyterian Church in Ivanhoe that had lots of flood damage. Thanks to those
who also gave to help them with cleanup and rebuilding.

