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Pastor’s Power Pack: June and For Our Fathers; 

“The LORD is near to those who are discouraged; he saves those who have lost all 

hope.”  (Psalm 34:18 GNT) 

To my fellow fathers, life is filled with unexpected circumstances. Some of these knock you flat 

on your back. They make you feel like the roof of your life has caved in. 

What do you do when your world collapses? When the dreaded phone call comes? When the 

divorce papers arrive? When the bankruptcy is filed? 

After Jesus was killed, his disciples met together but locked the doors because they were afraid 

of the Jewish leaders who had sent Jesus to the cross. The disciples felt like they were alone, and 

because of that, they were afraid and expected the worst. 

But then something happened that changed everything: “Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord” (John 20:19-20 NIV). 

The difference was immediate. The presence of Christ turned their panic into a party, their fear 

into good cheer. During every moment of our lives, from the very best to the very worst, God 

is with you. God cares for you. You will never walk through anything alone. In fact, God is 

never closer than when you are in pain. 

God tells you, “When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When 

you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk through the fire 

of oppression, you will not be burned up—the flames will not consume you” (Isaiah 43:2 TLB). 

Hey Dads, Are you hurting today? Are you asking, “Who cares about me?” Are you afraid that 

no one does? You can rest more easily today knowing that God cares. Christ has never left you. 

His Holy Spirt is with you now. He has been with you all along. You are – never alone. 

Believe that today, and experience the peace that Your Heavenly Father brings.  

PRAY, Heavenly Father, I thank you for being that faithful and loving Father. Thank you our 

Father for the gift of fatherhood, and for choosing us. I ask today that you would help us to see 

you in the midst of trials, to feel your Holy Spirit guide us along our path. We want to draw our 

strength and comfort from You; our Heavenly Father. Amen. 

 



Happy Father’s Day, Pastor Mitch 

******************************************* 

  

Dear Aveleigh Family and Friends: 

Attached is our June 2020 Prayer Calendar containing a suggested Bible Verse and specific 

way that you can pray each day of the month. As we pray for our world may God use these 

scriptures to give us strength, peace and guidance as we go through this new time of life 

together. 

Please join together with other members as we lift each other up and pray for our world, a 

safe and effective vaccine for COVID-19, our children, youth, families, missions, sick, 

elderly, outreach efforts, etc.   

May we continue to seek after God, grow in Christ, and bear much "fruit" for His Kingdom!   

The second attachment is our June Parent Email.  Aveleigh wants to be known as a Church 

that is “for” you...not only in wanting you to know and grow in Christ’s love, but also as you 

influence your child/children to grow in their faith.  I pray this email will be an aid to help you 

and your family do just that.   

In this issue we'll learn how healthy trust levels with others sets the foundation for how 

children experience social and emotional relationships later in life.  

Highlights of this issue include: 

• A look at how trust is vital for spiritual development.  

• Ideas to intentionally develop trust. 

• A discussion starter exploring how God uses tough times to show us His glory - and to help us trust Him.  

 May we continue to trust in Christ and teach our children how to do so as well! 

 

In Christ's Service, 

Cindy S. Long, 

Aveleigh DCE 

276-3534 ext. 102  

 

     



Well the paint is not totally dry yet but I couldn’t wait to show you this Sunday school 

room.  Michaela Gayden and Betty Bundrick have been working hard to make this room a fun 

place to inspire children in the word of God when we get to meet again. Thanks to all who have 

helped.  Barbara                

***************************************************** 

Raise Your Song in the Night 

Christians are the sort of people who sing at midnight. 

When Paul and Silas lay in prison, beaten and bloodied and chained, their fellow prisoners heard 

them singing in their cell (Acts 16:25). When the Lord Jesus awaited his betrayal, he led his 

disciples in a hymn (Matthew 26:30). And, of course, when David and the psalmists 

walked through the twilight of God’s seeming silence, they sent songs into the darkness. 

Christians sing not only at sunrise, when rescue has finally rushed over the horizon. They also 

sing at midnight, when the blackness makes the sun seem burnt out. Often, God uses our 

midnight songs to keep us till the morning. 

Psalms 42–43, sixteen verses that form one song, are two of the psalter’s darkest nights. The 

psalmist, one of Israel’s temple singers, finds himself in exile — away from the temple, away 

from friends, and seemingly away from God’s presence. 

The ghost of God’s apparent absence walks through the movements of the song, especially in the 

repeated taunt “Where is your God?” (Psalm 42:3, 10). Unlike the author of Psalm 115, who 

could boldly answer back, “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases” (Psalm 

115:3), the author of Psalms 42–43 finds himself repeating the questions back to God: “Why 

have you forgotten me? . . . Why have you rejected me?” (Psalm 42:9; Psalm 43:2). 

The psalmist’s doubts cleave him in two: Part of him believes that God will shine his face on him 

again (Psalm 42:5), and part of him feels that God has clean forgotten him (Psalm 42:9). Part of 

him still remembers the language of hope (Psalm 42:5), and part of him can speak only 

the language of despair (Psalm 43:2). Part of him stands up and lays hold of God’s promises 

(Psalm 42:8), and part of him sinks down and lays hold on the dust (Psalm 42:11). 

And in the midst of all that misery, as the psalmist sits under the thunder of his doubts, he does 

something few of us would think to do. He sings. 

Brothers and Sisters, as we are living in uncertain times, Let us rejoice in the Lord for His many 

blessings during this time. God bless all of you. Stay well and stay safe. 

 

 

 

 



Do you know that you still have a gift from Aveleigh Presbyterian Church waiting for you? You 

have free access to a huge, streaming, online, access-on-any-device library of over 10,000 video 

Bible studies, leadership videos and kids shows. 

To sum it up — it’s like the Netflix of Bible study videos. You have FREE access to thousands 

of video resources to help you with parenting, marriage, discipleship and more, with content for 

all ages and stages of life. Additional family members can set up their own accounts as well. 

 

Thanks from all of us at Aveleigh Presbyterian Church.  

Pierre B. Harris 

Aveleigh Director of Music & Worship 

(803) 276-3534 

***********************************************************  

Wait, I also want to show you how warm and inviting our library has turned out to be.  

 

 

Thank you, Veronica.   

  



  

Lastly, I want to remind you about the Session Update. 

The Session of Aveleigh Fellowship of Presbyterians met on Tuesday May 26, 2020.  The 

highlights of that meeting included: 

Worship will remain on the livestream Facebook broadcast for at least the entire month of June. 

This decision was based on concerns about public health, safety of members over the age of 60, 

and time needed to complete essential work on the currently non-operational sanctuary air 

conditioner and projection systems. VBS 2020 was also cancelled for this year. 

Other issues included nominating at-large members for the Nominating Committee for deacons, 

elders, and trustees’ class of 2023.  Please use the following ballot. 

Each year the Officer Nominating Committee is made up of two session members, one deacon, 

one PW member, and two at-large members of the congregation. Due to the threat of Covid19, as 

granted by Trinity Presbytery, this year’s at-large members may and will be elected by using 

a mail-in paper ballot. Please cut out and mail the paper ballot (attached) to Aveleigh Fellowship 

of Presbyterians, 1211 Calhoun St, Newberry, SC 29108.  A paper ballot will be mailed to you 

if requested or can be found at the church mailbox cubbies. Please make your request known to 

the church office.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/Aveleigh-Church-1378476225716842/

